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SPIES, BALLOONS, AGENTS, CAMERAS AND SABOTAGE, “ING.—Ill 


Does the CIA dominate U.S. foreign policy? 


By Frank Bellamy 
(Last of thrce articles) 
uf war ts too important to be left te 
the generals, ft shoud be clear that tae 
-elligeice ig too rngortent to be left ane 
tupervised,” 
—Hanson Baidwin, N.Y. "Times, 
Jan. 15. 1956. 


DYING HAS BECOME a major in-~ 
dustry of American government, Ac-. 


cording to Harper's magazire (April, 
1953) no fewer than nine separate cloak~- 
ana-dagytr outfits are at work, carrying 
out clandestine intrigue on a worldwide 
basis and spending each year in the 
neighborhood ct $750.000,008 of the tax- 
payers’ nmooney. 

“Though exact figures are secret, ek 
thuates suggest that between 20,006 te 
30.000 full-time intelligence speciallets 
currently are oa government payrolls,” 
said Harry Howe Ransom, author of Cem- 
tral Intelligence and Natsenal Securfty, 
i. the Christian Sctence Meniter (Dee. 
i, 1958). “The cost probably approaches 
$756,000,000 annually.” 

The most lushly financed, of course, ts 
the Ceutral Intellyence Agency. The 
other eight, which beve to get aiong on 
lessor amounts, are the intelligence 
branches of the National Security. Agen- 
cy, State Dept., Atomic Energy Cammis- 
sion, U.S. Information Agency, FBI, 
Army, Navy and Air Force. 


NO CONTROLS: The CIA, now housed 
4m 30 of more scattered buildings in 
Washington, (3 crecting an enormous 
355.000 006 edifice for ‘tself across the rive 
etoin Virgima. When cor ieted {t will be 
the worids btagest s Vv ceiteor, accommo- 
dota tcora than 1406y CLA employes, 
Best estimates place CIA's total domea- 
Neo nayroll at '4.030 und its budget near 
“900 900.000 a year. 

afer it was established in 1947 under 
Prestdent So uman': admtnistratton, this 


y Ofemional codervcoves urmMy was grant- 
ed iv law a uesgree of unmunity from ace 
sourtability for Lunds, personnel and ace 
bivities probably never exceeded by any 
Other Federal agency in Aguerican history. 

@ [t ts the only major agemepy not aub- 
jec. to Congressional cammittee seatrol, 

@ Nobody except the President and a 
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few other persons, including ten or 12 
select Congressmen who are once 
@ year at budget tine, know how much 
the secret legion spends, All fumds for 
CIA are disguised and concealed in ap- 
propriations for other agencis. 


@ The funds themaectves are not sub-— 


ject to audit. Top gumsice Allen Welsh 
Dulles nan write 2 $1,000,000 chesk with- 
owt explabnuing the expenditure te anyone. 
ie is the only man im Washington, in- 
cleding the President, with such power. 

@ The CIA is exempted by taw from 
the Civil Service requirements imposed 


BARRICADES IN LEBANON: 
Sald Sen, Wayne Morse: “Our 


on most government agencies; tt can hire 
and fire at will. 


SACRED COW: This is too much power 
and super-secrecy for Sen. Mike Mans- 
field (D-Mont.). Four tunes be has spone 
sored bills to create a joint #enate- iiouse 
watchdog committee to scrutinize CIA. 
Despite editorial bacaing from such in- 
fluential papers as the N.Y. Times and 
Wall Strect Journal, Mansileld lost cach 
time. Most of his colleagues in Congrese 
etill look on CIA as a sacred cow. 

Why is the CLA #0 inordinately Jealous 
of ite power and prerugatives, 80 anxious 
te maintain itself beyond the reach of 
the lawmakers? Cine reason, the record 
seems to indivate, ls to cover up bungies 
—#ome ludicrous, most af them expen- 
aijve—whish would open it to ridicule. 

On the ludicrous side. “there are such 
stories as the news accoung in a Wash- 


ington paper some months back of a 
free-for-all 2 a downtown restaurant 
between CIA and PBI men. Each group, 
the paper reported, had imnistaken ‘the 
other. for Communist agents.” (N.Y. 
Times, March 16, 1958). 

Ou the expensive side, there was the 
tie—as reported by columnist Westbrook 
Pegier—that “agents of the CIA hand- 
.o@ over $10,000,000 in unmarked ten- 
dolla Wills to fhe secret service of the 
Cemmenist government of Poland in the 
Dellef that they were dealing with some 


” ‘anderground’ organization which was 


THE CLA WAS ‘st FRPRISED 
inteliigence ta j;ust plain lousy.” 


oppos.ng that gover:mert.” 
Pegier, by the way, thinks the CIA is 


“no good and ought to be wiped out.” 


‘PLAIN LOUGY': Then there are intelli- 
gence {auures for which CIA would ra- 
ther not be held eccountable. The most 
publicized fwrbie wes its fla. -footedness 
on the e. uption of revulutions in Lebanon 
and Iraq. Both took piace without ad- 
valce forecasts from vur vast espionage 
network. “They didn’: know what was 
going on, Sen. Wayne Mcrse ‘D-Ore.: 
angrily charged. “Our intelligence is tust 
plain lousy. 

The N.Y. Times’ military expert Han- 
son Baldwin said (tan. 15, 1956': “The 
{ntelitgence record of the nation and the 
CTA in particular is spotty. Theres have 
been notable successes but also notable 
taflures. . . A great many other inci- 
denta also suggest that all is not vel 


ed sete eee 
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with our intelligence establishments.” 


A more asignificans: motive for secrecy * 
than concealing bungles and fumbles .5 
CIA's desire to keep its bag of “dirty 
tricks’ from the eyes of the public. It 

' pealizes that milHons would disapprove: 
‘ #f many of its devious cealings came to 
* light. Pretests would surely follow expo- 
sure of the extent to which CIA adven- 
turism hag ahaped 0.8. diplomacy and. 
fm policy toward some nations, replaced 
_ it altogether. 


POLICY MAKER? Charlies Edmundson, . 
who spent eight years in the U.3. Foreign 
* Service before resigning two years ago 
over Secy, Diules’ policies, aceused the 
. CIA in February's Pregressive magazine 
. of being “an activist group whieh steps in 
_ boldly to dictate foreign policy to areas 
’ Rot covered by deciaions of Congresa, the — 
State Dept, or the ‘Vhite House.” Ed- ° 
” mundson went on: 

“T¢ executes its projects without cone 
cern over the reaction of ‘he public. The 
inetdents it provokes are never acknowle 
edged, yet can be decisive in. ahaping— 
or misshaping—public opinion and fore 
eign policy... ; 

"The most fundamental vi all civil libe =” 

* erties is the right of the citizen te make 
. Up kis mind om publis issues without have 
. ing the facts concealed or disterted by 
. bis government. The record shews that 
_ the CIA, in cooperation with the State 
Dept.. systematically contravenes this a 
principle. A few exampies of what is 
* Jpappening creep obscurely into some of 
the better newspapers, out nowhere, save 
. in a few liberal pubdlicauons. are Ameri- 
‘ cans warned of the potential consequence 
_ o€ the far-thing operations of the secrecy | 
ridden CLA.” : 
Liaison “between the Stain Dept. and 
i CIA ts close. Botn are headed ov a Dulles. 
Both empioy avout the same number of 
people (18.000 for the State Dept. v3. un 
‘stimated 14,000 for tie Ci. If the - a 
FTA's $500,000.000 budget estiunate 1s cor- 
‘set, it ig more ‘hall “vice at much as 
the State Devt. spends vo .°: 232 diptu- 
Matic outposts around tie word. 


In any case, the secret decisions of the 
Brothers Dulles affect ine fate of the 
cyorid. When rl-directed, tliev ake ene- 
‘nies abroad and cause vreal damage at 
nome. 

Hanson Baldwin summed .: up well 
“NOY. ‘Times, Jan. 15. 1556): 

Tneontrotled secret ccelitvernce aget- 
sieg are in aA position to .inominate poilcy 
aaking, 20d licence sovernment. Thetr 
+ery secrecy gives them Lower: “here are 
yew t) accept or reject tnetr tindings. 

_ An over-powerlul secret intelligence 
aency ‘3 dangerous, 0. acne to the 
formutation cf .ounda re icy, out te the 

" “tability of democrane re: ler ioas.” 


——- 
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